Audience and players remain in the dark during the performance 
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DEN BOSCH - For young people theatre mainly is a mandatory number. Theatre Artemis from Den Bosch used that fact in (.....) A show that doesn't give a shit about it's own vage title.

Five dots between two brackets. The new piece by Artemis is as vague as the title indicates. And when it finally starts, the décor immediately turns empty and the light switches off. The spectators are to grope in the dark, just as the three actors. Is there anything going to happen? Nothing is obvious in (.....), that Saturday premiered at the Tweetakt Festival in Utrecht.

Theater Artemis ignores a lot of theatre conventions, as we are used to from director Jetse Batelaan. Music and sound effects bombard the ears. But it can also be deafeningly quiet. The alternation between light and dark illustrates the uncertainty of the three adolescents on the stage of the Stadsschouwburg Utrecht, and undermines the expectations of the audience. Is this a story? Does there need to be a story?

The players don't know either. Sometimes they are their role, sometimes they look critically at themselves and their (vague) play. As a result, there are lots of comic moments, in which also tragedy often comes in.

Vulnerable
In (......) three vulnerable young people gather on a square. Carola Bärtschiger, Elias de Bruyne, Willemijn Zevenhuijzen convincingly portray three vulnerable adolescents. They pretend to be more certain than they are. Their talks search for the meaning of everything. Why are they there? Why did school sent them to the theatre? What is it good for all that talking, talking, talking?

Contrary
Jetse Batelaan is well known for his elusive, contrary, humorous and surprising performances. Early this year he was awarded the Silver Lion at the Venice Biennale for his groundbreaking theatre work. A just international recognition.

Artemis co-produced (.....) with Künstlerhaus Mousonturm and Ruhrtriennale 2019-2020.
The show will be on tour in the Netherlands and Belgium from 21 November to 30 January 2020.
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