Theatre show ‘(.....) A performance that doesn’t give a shit about its own vage title’ is highly entertaining ★★★★★

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jetse Batelaan turns the theatrical experience of teenagers upside down.
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Just as Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld in the nineties succeeded in making a sitcom (Seinfeld) about nothing, this Dutch theatre maker Jetse Batelaan has been creating theatre performances about nothing for quite some time now. And he does so with great success at Theater Artemis in Den Bosch. This is officially a youth theatre group, but Batelaan's work often is so quirky and funny that, with good decency, it is no longer possible to put an age on it. His previous one, The Story of the Story (a show in the search for a story), is to be seen this summer at the Venice Biennale, where he will also be awarded the Silver Lion for Theatre. His very new one ( so-called for 12+) has both a very meaningful and very insignificant title (......). Subtitle: A show that doesn't give a shit about it's own vague title.

In it Batelaan turns the theatre experience of young people on its head. On an unoccupied stage there are three quasi-confident teenagers (Carola Bärtschiger, Elias de Bruyne and Willemijn Zevenhuijzen). They discuss the theatre show they have just witnessed with the entire class. What have we actually seen?'. 'Well...' From this conversation comes an hour and a half of highly entertaining and disturbing metatheatre. With the help of the life-size cardboard figures, lots of repetition and sometimes dazzling electronic sound by the German duo Les Trucs, Batelaan creates a rücksichtslos theatrical Droste-effect. By doing so, he playfully connects to questions like: What is real? What is fake? What can art say about that? But the smartest thing: besides being philosophical (......), like Seinfeld, it's also great fun.




